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Herein do I exercise myself, to have 

always a conscience void of offense toward 
God, and toward man. Acts 24:16  

OUR consciences require regulating, as 
do all the other features of our fallen nature. 
If our consciences are to be regulated we 
must have some standard by which to set 

and regulate them. The conscience is like a 
watch whose dial is properly marked with 
the hours, but whose correctness as a time-
keeper depends upon the proper regulating 
of its mainspring, so that it may point out 
the hours truthfully: so our consciences are 
ready to indicate right and wrong to us, but 
they can only be relied upon to tell us truly 

what is right and what is wrong after being 
regulated in connection with the new main-
spring, the new heart, the pure will, brought 
into full harmony with the law of love, as 
presented to us in the Word of God. Z. '00-
360 R2735:1 

------------------------------ 
 

ACTS 24:16 CONTEXT 
 
R5953 “ST PAUL BEFORE FELIX… 
ACTS 24:1-21…"Herein I also exercise 
myself to have a conscience void of offense 
toward God and man always."—Verse 16. 

FELIX, the Roman Governor of Judea, 
received St. Paul as a prisoner. The 
Apostle's enemies, the high priest and other 
Jewish rulers, hastened down from Jerusa-
lem to Caesarea, thirsting for his 
blood. They brought with them a Roman 
lawyer, named Tertullus, whose knowledge 
of Roman usage would, they hoped, enable 
them to prove that St. Paul was a dangerous 
character—a sort of anarchist. Felix was the 
judge. There were no jurors… 

The charge was untrue. He did not do 
these things in the synagogues or anywhere 
else; and his enemies could not prove the 
things whereof they accused him. 

The Apostle's answer was both logical 
and complete. Still the Governor could not 
understand why, under the circumstances, 
there should be a commotion. Hence it was 
necessary for St. Paul to explain that the 
Jews had an antipathy against him because 
of his different religious belief, not because 
of any wrong-doing on his part. 

THE DOCTRINE OF THE  
RESURRECTION 

St. Paul avowed that he had experi-
enced no change in his Jewish belief—that 
he still believed the teachings of the Law 
and the writings of the Prophets; that he still 
held to the fundamental Jewish doctrine of 
the necessity of a resurrection of the dead; 
and that he still had faith in the Promise that 
through the resurrection of the dead God's 
blessing should ultimately come to Israel, 
and through Israel to all the families of the 
earth. Furthermore, he exercised himself, 
trained himself, disciplined himself, to keep 
his conscience pure, free from violation of 
Divine and human laws… 

This was a grand testimony. Its force 
should have had weight, not only with the 
Governor, but also with the Jews, who mur-
derously sought the Apostle's life because of 
a little difference of opinion on religious 
questions. What a lesson we have here! A 
Roman Governor and judge of not too sa-
vory a reputation; a prosecuting attorney 
willing to sell his talents for money, regard-
less of the principles of justice; the Jewish 
high priest, typical of the great Messiah, 
associating himself with those who were 
endeavoring to pervert justice and to destroy 
one of "the salt of the earth"! 

Our Lord had foretold that some of His 
disciples would stand before kings and 
princes, but that they should not be dis-
mayed. He would stand by them to give 
them assistance. (Matthew 10:17-22.) How 
literally this was fulfilled in St. Paul's 
case! How evidently the Lord stood by him 
and gave him the suitable words!... 

Assuredly the Apostle explained that 
God has appointed a Day of trial, or judg-
ment, for the whole world of mankind—the 
Millennial Day, a thousand years long. (2 
Peter 3:7, 8.) During that period all mankind 

shall have a full trial as to worthiness or 
unworthiness of human perfection and life 
everlasting. The obedient shall be blessed, 
uplifted, raised up, up, up to perfection. The 
wilfully disobedient shall be destroyed in 
the Second Death... 

As Felix listened to the Apostle, he 
was conscience-stricken. According to this 
teaching, he would have much for which to 
give account as one of the "unjust" in the 
resurrection… His forceful declaration was, 
"A just recompense of reward both for the 
just and for the unjust." Finally the governor 
dismissed him with the memorable words, 
"Go thy way for this time. When I have a 
more convenient season I will call for thee." 
Time and again Governor Felix called for 
the Apostle; but apparently never did he 
find his heart in a sufficiently mellow and 
humble condition to accept the Apostle's 
Message and to surrender to the Lord. A 
lesson in this connection for us all is that we 
should do promptly whatever we realize to 
be our duty. For two years St. Paul re-
mained a prisoner at Caesarea, comfortably 
provided for, preparing for the further ser-
vices of his life, and writing several epistles 
to the various Churches.” 
 

APPLYING ACTS 24:16  
 
R2278 "Be pure: maintain a conscience void 
of offense toward God and men. Begin with 
the heart—the thoughts: harbor no thoughts 
that in any sense of the word would be evil. 
To make sure of this, have Christ Jesus as 
your pattern, well and much before your 
mind. When evil is obtruded upon you, 
either from without or from within, lift your 
heart to him in prayer for the grace prom-
ised to help in every time of need. Keep 
constantly near you the thought and prayer, 
"Let the words of my mouth and the medita-
tions of my heart be acceptable in thy sight, 
O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer." 
 
R4326 "Through much tribulation shall ye 
enter the Kingdom." This is not because 
Divine power is not able to shield us from 
the tribulations, nor because our Lord is not 
interested in our welfare, but, quite the con-
trary, because, according to Divine tests 
placed upon the Church, the New Nature 
can be developed, educated, crystallized, 
only through the tests and trials it will en-
dure through its earthly members in the 
flesh, through loyalty to the Lord. These 
testings will come along various lines—
faith, obedience, endurance, love, etc. And 
it is only to the overcomers that the reward 
is promised. But, thank God, grace to help 
in time of need is promised us. If our hearts 
are loyal and we do our best, the Lord will 
see to the remainder… 

We are to expect persecution, and Bi-
ble history shows us that these are to be 
expected… Not only so, but sometimes the 
persecution comes from those who once 
were brethren in the Truth—those who once 
dipped with us in the dish of Divine nour-
ishments at the table of the Lord. The trial is 
all the more severe when it comes from this 

quarter. Yet was it not so with our Lord, and 
does it not seem to have cut him to the 
quick that Judas kissed him at the very mo-
ment that he betrayed him? 

But as none of these things moved the 
Master away from confidence in the Divine 
providence shaping affairs in the interest of 
the Church, and as he returned not railing 
for railing, neither must we. And such expe-
riences rightly received will no doubt make 
us more and more copies of his dear Son. 

Our Lord declares that the blessing for 
persecution endured is for righteousness' 
sake… This, of course, will not hinder us 
from being misrepresented and charged with 
evil-doing, even as our Lord himself was so 
charged. Was he not crucified under the 
charge of blasphemy, which, in his day, was 
esteemed to be the worst of all offenses? 
Similarly in our day we must not think it 
strange if the Adversary shall seek to mis-
represent the facts and put light for darkness 
and darkness for light. It is for each of us to 
preserve a conscience void of offense to-
wards God and men, that, like the Apostle 
of old, we may be able to call upon all men 
everywhere to witness whether or not we 
have coveted their silver or their gold, or 
done aught to their injury, or left undone 
any good toward them that was within our 
power. 

In this connection let us remember also 
that the decision in each of our cases is with 
God. As St. Paul declares, "It is a light thing 
that I should be judged of you or of any 
man. Yea, I judge not mine own self, but he 
that judgeth me is the Lord." 
 
(1Pe 2:19 KJV) “For this is thankworthy, if 
a man for conscience toward God endure 
grief, suffering wrongfully.” 
 
(1Pe 3:16 KJV) “Having a good conscience; 
that, whereas they speak evil of you, as of 
evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely 
accuse your good conversation in Christ.” 
 
R2425 “DEAR BROTHER RUSSELL… 
Sister McPhail and I often talk to ourselves 
about your severe trials, and wonder how 
you have been able to bear them as you 
have. I often think of Paul's words, 'We are 
troubled on every side, yet not distressed; 
perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, 
but not forsaken; cast down, but not de-
stroyed," etc. (2 Cor. 4:8-11.) God's grace 
was always sufficient for him, and will be 
for you… M. L. McPhail. 

IN REPLY: DEAR BROTHER:—I am 
glad to know that I have the Christian love 
and sympathy of yourself and family. One 
thing in connection with my troubles gives 
me great satisfaction, namely that, repeated-
ly and carefully searching my heart, I find in 
it no hatred toward those who have been 
maligning me—no desire to render evil for 
evil, but on the contrary a desire to do them 
all good, if possible. There is a great satis-
faction in this, as it affords me one evidence 
that the spirit of love has possession of my 
heart. I trust that it may never be otherwise; 
but that more and more I may become a 



copy of God's dear Son, our Lord,—"who 
when he was reviled, reviled not again; 
when he suffered threatened not, but com-
mitted his cause to him who judgeth right-
eously." (1 Pet. 2:23; 1 Cor. 4:12.) You will 
be glad to know that I have on the girdle of 
love; that the peace of God rules in my 
heart; and that I have a conscience void of 
offense toward God and toward men.” 
 

HEART RELIGION 
R1581 Report on a 1893 Convention: “One 
thought particularly impressed throughout 
the meetings was the necessity for a heart 
religion; and that any who have this should 
be and will be glad to get as much intellec-
tual knowledge of the divine will and plan 
as possible; but that those who cultivate 
merely a head knowledge, and whose hearts 
and lives do not accord, will surely be per-
mitted to follow their own or other people's 
false reasonings into the outer darkness and 
confusion in which the world and nominal 
Christians are at present groping.” 
 
(Heb 10:22 KJV) "Let us draw near with a 
true heart in full assurance of faith, having 
our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, 
and our bodies washed with pure water." 
 
R2671 “Let us have courage to draw near; 
let us have faith in God, who has made us 
such gracious arrangements and promises...  

As no one can draw near to God except 
by attaining a "full assurance of faith," nei-
ther can he have a full assurance of faith 
unless he have his "heart sprinkled from a 
consciousness of evil," for, as the Apostle 
elsewhere declares, "If our heart condemn 
us, God is greater than our heart." (1 John 
3:20.) We may be sure that if our course as 
new creatures is condemned by our own 
consciences it would also be condemned by 
God. Whoever, therefore, would make pro-
gress in drawing near to God must seek 
continually to have "a conscience void of 
offence toward God and man" (Acts 24:16); 
--a conscience that is clear, that can say, I 
am striving to do that which would be pleas-
ing to God, in harmony with my covenant of 
self-sacrifice, and I am striving to do that 
which would be approved also by righteous 
men. Nothing short of this is at all permissi-
ble in those who have consecrated them-
selves to be royal priests, to offer them-
selves as living sacrifices in the Lord's ser-
vice, and to draw near to him in the name 
and under the merit of the great High Priest 
of our profession, Christ Jesus.  

HAVING OUR HEARTS 
SPRINKLED 

How very much is implied in this ex-
pression, "Having our hearts sprinkled from 
a consciousness of evil"! It not only means 
that we are to avoid sin, and to take heed 
that the words of our mouths and the medi-
tations of our hearts are acceptable to the 
Lord, but it means additionally that our 
hearts, having covenanted self-sacrifice, 
shall be able to look up to the Lord confi-
dently and realize his blessing and approval, 
because of the honest, earnest efforts on our 
part to comply with the terms of our conse-
cration. But since we cannot fully comply 
with the terms ourselves, it is requisite that 
we shall apply to ourselves by faith the 
merit of the precious blood of Christ, the 
blood of sprinkling, the blood of consecra-
tion, and that we shall realize that our ac-
ceptance is only in the Beloved One.  

   WASHED WITH PURE WATER… 
By nature we are all imperfect, sullied, more 

or less depraved; and our devotion to the 
Lord is manifested, first, by our full ac-
ceptance and full assurance of faith in the 
merits of Christ's sacrifice; and secondly, by 
our earnest efforts to put away from our 
flesh, as we have already put away from our 
hearts, all things defiling and displeasing in 
the Lord's sight… 

But let us not deceive ourselves in this 
matter of having hearts that do not condemn 
us; let us remember that our covenant was 
unto sacrifice and not unto self-preserva-
tion; that it was a covenant to lay our all 
upon the altar--time, influence, means of 
every kind; and that we agreed with our 
Lord that we would reckon this our reason-
able service. Do our hearts condemn us in 
this matter, or do they justify us? Do we feel 
that we are doing all in our power to serve 
the Lord and his truth and our brethren?... 
But if our hearts condemn us, let us not be 
discouraged; but on the contrary remember 
that this is a part of the cleansing of the 
flesh and of the spirit necessary to our prep-
aration for the Kingdom, and let us afresh 
bind our sacrifices to the altar (Psa. 118:27), 
and be more and more zealous in expending 
our little all in the service of him who loved 
us and who bought us with his own precious 
blood. Thus doing, it will be our privilege 
day by day to draw nearer and nearer to the 
"Most Holy," and thus finishing our course 
with joy we shall have share in the first 
resurrection, awaking in our Lord's like-
ness.--2 Cor. 5:14,15; Rom. 6:5; 1 John 3:2; 
Psa. 17:15.”  

 
R5755 "The end of the commandment is 
love out of a pure heart, and a good con-
science and an undissembled faith." --
1Timothy 1:5… 

The Apostle speaks here of "the end of 
the commandment." The expression seems 
somewhat obscure. The thought seems to be 
this: the ultimate purpose of the Law, that 
which it is designed to produce, is love--to 
bring us to the place where we shall be in 
full harmony with the One who made the 
Law, and who is Himself the embodiment 
of Love…  

This love required by God's Law must 
be of a certain quality… A person might 
love a dog because it was his dog, or love 
his child because it was his child. This love, 
therefore, would have a selfish feature and 
would not be the disinterested kind, the 
benevolent kind, not the highest form of 
love. The love that would fulfil all the re-
quirements of God's Law would be "love 
out of a pure heart."  

Even as Christians our love may be on-
ly partly pure at first, but gradually the spirit 
of the commandment, received into our 
heart, should purge out the selfishness. God-
like love would mean love for God's Truth, 
love for His holy Law, love for His crea-
tures. It is an unselfish love, as is the love of 
God. God has nothing to gain by all He is 
doing for the Church or purposes to do for 
the world. He does it out of a pure heart, out 
of a good, benevolent, loving heart--not to 
see what He can get out of it.  

A pure heart is one which has no self-
ishness in its motives; it has a desire to do 
good to all, to do evil to none, to see others 
blessed as well as itself; to love and serve 
God perfectly, with all its powers… All who 
start in the Christian life do so with a good 
intention; but they must be instructed and 
educated. They must develop to perfection 
this purity of heart. Hence the experiences 

of the Christian are for the very purpose of 
bringing his heart into this condition of 
pure, unselfish love… 

DEFINITION OF "GOOD  
CONSCIENCE" 

The Apostle proceeds to say, "and a 
good conscience." Conscience seems to be 
that moral quality of the mind which ad-
monishes in regard to right and wrong. 
Some persons have a keen conscience and 
can quickly discern as to what is right and 
what is wrong. Others have a very dull con-
science and find it difficult to determine 
between right and wrong, or else are meas-
urably indifferent as to the moral quality of 
their course. While God created man with a 
good conscience, ability to determine accu-
rately what is right and what is wrong, sin 
has depraved this conscience. Hence it is the 
duty of every Christian to get his conscience 
made right, to educate his conscience to 
discern correctly. God lays down the princi-
ples of righteousness in His Word. It is 
through the Law of God that the Christian is 
able to discern these principles, to see what 
is right or wrong in principle.  

The Golden Rule admonishes us, Do 
unto your neighbor as you would have him 
do unto you under similar circumstances. 
Consider what you would like to have your 
neighbor do unto you under certain circum-
stances and conditions, and thus help con-
science to see what is the right thing to do. 
There are many things which are morally 
wrong, which are forbidden in the Law of 
God. These would be more readily dis-
cerned by the conscience, as there could be 
but one course of action possible in harmo-
ny with the expressed will of God on the 
matter. But there are other things which 
require a conscience trained to fine dis-
cernment. The Golden Rule is especially 
helpful here. As the principles of righteous-
ness become firmly established in our char-
acters, there is little difficulty in discerning 
the course of duty and of love.  

One whose conscience has not been 
properly trained by the Word of God might 
be entirely honest and yet be pursuing a 
wrong course… Perhaps long after he has 
become a Christian he would come to see 
that something he had been practising was 
not wise or proper. He would say, "I see 
now that I have been taking a wrong view of 
this matter. Hereafter I shall be better able 
to see my proper course under such circum-
stances. I realize that the principle of justice 
needs to be thoroughly ingrained in my 
being in order that I may be more pleasing 
to God. Christian love goes beyond justice, 
but justice must come first." A properly 
developed Christian has a properly educated 
conscience.  

A "good conscience," as used in our 
text, is a rightly educated conscience. It is 
not one which is always accusing its owner, 
making him feel that he is always doing 
wrong. There are morbid consciences which 
are constantly accusing, not able to get a 
proper balance. A truly good conscience is 
one which is well balanced. One may have a 
scale, for instance, that is perverted either 
one way or the other. A scale which is right-
ly adjusted will stand level. It is reliable. 
And so with a good conscience--it is one 
which can determine the slightest deviation 
from God's Law.  

HONESTY RESPECTING FAITH  
ESSENTIAL 

Lastly, St. Paul adds, "and an undissembled 
faith." An undissembled faith is a faith that 



is properly represented to others. It is not 
deceitful. To dissemble is to misrepresent… 
Whatever the Lord has revealed to us that 
our faith has been able to accept as His will, 
must be held honestly and loyally. We must 
be honest with respect to our faith and in 
respect to our life.  

There are many who may have a good 
conception of justice and who may be fine 
people in many ways, and yet they might 
dissemble as regards their faith. They might 
think more or less that the end justifies the 
means, and that they might profess some-
thing in regard to their faith which would be 
for the good of someone else, even though it 
would not be true. There are people all over 
the world who thus dissemble in respect to 
their faith. They misrepresent their faith. 
They do not believe what they are teaching 
or what they profess to believe…  

This love requires, first of all, supreme 
loyalty to God, which means loyalty to His 
Word. What is the use of having an end of 
the Law, an ultimate object of the Law, if 
that end, that object, is never to be attained? 
Christ met this end, or object, of the Law. 
The righteousness of the Law was fulfilled 
in Him actually. The true Church now reach 
this in spirit. That is to say, their hearts, 
their minds, are in harmony with this Law; 

and they are striving day by day to more and 
more bring their lives--their words, thoughts 
and actions--into full accord with this per-
fect Law of Love… 

The Lord has arranged that our love for 
the brethren and our laying down our lives 
for them and in their defense is all done to 
Him; and He so esteems it. If the time 
should come when it would be necessary, 
there should be a readiness to lay down our 
lives for them. But more particularly, we are 
to lay these down inch by inch in their ser-
vice, whether it be by cleaning off the snow 
from the pavement, or caring for them when 
they are ill, or cooking the dinner or the 
breakfast, or mailing papers to them to en-
courage them in the good way--no matter 
what the service. All these ways and many 
others are ministries to those who are the 
Lord's-- laying down our lives for them. We 
rejoice to have such privileges, such oppor-
tunities--using our time and strength as the 
Lord in His providence shall indicate, real-
izing that the only use we have for our pre-
sent life is to lay it down in the service of 
the Lord's brethren and ours, and to do good 
to any as we have opportunity, giving the 
brethren the preference.  

We may never attain to the place, 
while we are in the flesh, where we shall 

say no word, do no act, to hurt a brother. 
We all have imperfections that we are striv-
ing against. But "The Lord looketh upon the 
heart," and not at the imperfect execution. If 
He sees the earnest endeavor to do His will, 
He will cover the deficiencies and imperfec-
tions with the merit of our Savior. If we 
make a mistake, we are to be glad to rectify 
it and to make proper apologies and repara-
tion--assuring the brother that we did not 
mean to hurt his feelings. Or, if under temp-
tation we felt less concern than we should 
about wounding him, we should ask pardon, 
confessing our sorrow, and then confess our 
fault at the Throne of Grace, asking for-
giveness in Jesus' name.  

If, then, we hope to be of those who will 
be granted a place with Christ in His Throne, 
let us see to it that by His grace we attain the 
end of the commandment, the end of the 
Law, as given to the New Creation. Let it be 
"love out of a pure heart, and a good con-
science, and an undissembled faith"--a love 
which inspires to the willing, joyful sacrifice 
of every earthly hope and ambition, and 
which gladly lays down even life itself for the 
brethren, that we may be accounted worthy 
of the heavenly inheritance awaiting the 
"more than conquerors." --Romans 8:37.” 

------------------------------ 
R2733 (From Harvest Truth Database V5.0) 

THE ULTIMATE END OF THE COMMANDMENT IS LOVE FROM A PURE 
HEART AND A GOOD CONSCIENCE 

"Now the end [ultimate object] of the commandment is love from a pure heart and a good conscience, and an undissembled faith— 
which some, having failed [to discern] have turned aside to foolish talking."--1 Tim. 1:5,6.  

 
NOT ONLY in the Apostle's day did many fail to get the true 

idea of religion--the Lord's commandments to his people, etc.--but 
many, probably an increasing number, have since similarly failed. 
We may suppose that the method of the great Adversary is to con-
fuse the minds of those who are feeling after God and righteousness. 
It is thus, as the Scriptures declare, that he deceives the whole 
world--putting forms, ceremonies, theories and confessions instead 
of heart religion.  

Those who teach the monstrous false doctrine that the present 
life decides the fate of every human being, either for eternal misery 
or for eternal joy, consider this doctrine the very bulwark of pure 
Christianity and of holiness; consequently many who really do not 
believe it tacitly give it their consent and approval, believing that in 
so doing they are forwarding the cause of holiness. But this is a 
great mistake; this is one of the great Adversary's delusions, by 
which he would make the piety of God's people serve his cause, (1) 
because this doctrine dims the divine glory as respects love and 
justice, and (2) because the doctrine, instead of cultivating or pro-
moting holiness, cultivates and promotes the reverse of this, as we 
shall show.  

The theory that the present life is merely to decide who are 
worthy of eternal joy, and who are worthy of eternal torments, re-
solves itself finally in the general thought as signifying that all 
fiendish characters may perhaps be worthy of some kind of ill-
treatment to all eternity, provided they shall not breathe a prayer of 
penitence at some time before they expire; but that all half-way de-
cent people are too respectable or too good to justly merit an eternity 
of torture, and hence must be of the kind who will receive an eterni-
ty of bliss. Thus this hell-fire doctrine, instead of promoting holi-
ness, purity of heart, promotes the reverse,-- carelessness as respects 
anything except out and out murder and general devilishness.  

On the contrary, the Scriptural doctrine makes no threat of 
eternal torment, and promises a full opportunity for every human 
creature to come to a knowledge of the truth, either in the present 
life or in the next life, and thus, under the terms of the New Cove-
nant, to avail themselves of the opportunity for eternal life through 
the great atonement sacrifice finished at Calvary. This Scriptural 
doctrine is replete with the highest incentives to holiness, purity of 
heart and of life; because, instead of holding forth a general penalty 
of torture, it holds forth "a just recompense of reward," a reward of 
blessing or of stripes which will be proportionate to the individual 
efforts of each to come into harmony with God and his holiness.  

First we have the call of the Gospel Church to become heirs of 
God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ, in the Millennial Kingdom, 

upon the condition of holiness of heart, and subsequently will come 
the offer of restitution and everlasting life in human perfection, to 
those of the world who similarly return to heart-harmony with the 
Lord. The Scriptures hold out no suggestion anywhere that eternal 
life will ever be given to any creature on any plane of existence, 
except upon this condition of full, complete heart-harmony with the 
Lord. Anything contrary to, or even short of, this perfect harmony 
with the Lord, will, from the Scriptural standpoint, mean the Second 
Death. Here, then, in the divine offer, we have the highest induce-
ment to strive for our closest possible attainment to perfection; and 
we are assured that such striving will ultimately, according to divine 
favor, be rewarded with perfect conditions (in which absolute per-
fection will be possible)--in the resurrection.  

Many there are who have very erroneous views of what is sig-
nified by the expression, "pure in heart;" one class considers this 
impossible of attainment in the present life; another class, no less 
mistakenly, considers this to mean absolute perfection in every 
thought, word and deed; and in believing that they fulfil these condi-
tions, and in teaching others similarly, they are making a grave mis-
take.  

Answering the last error first, we remark that it is possible for 
one to deceive himself respecting his own heart and his own condi-
tion, as for instance, apparently, the Pharisees of our Lord's day: 
claiming that they were perfect, and that they kept the whole law, 
they were merely deceiving themselves, but not the Lord; by their 
self-deception, a form of hypocrisy, which blinding them to their 
own need of the robe of Christ's righteousness, left them in the filthy 
rags of their own righteousness, unfit for the Kingdom. And so with 
some today, who claim perfection of thought, word and deed. They 
have blinded themselves to their own weaknesses, imperfections and 
errors, and are in a far worse condition than he who, tho outwardly 
less moral, is at heart better in the Lord's sight, because honest in 
confessing his unworthiness, because for such the Lord has provided 
forgiveness of sins,-- covering with the robe of Christ's righteous-
ness.  

Nevertheless, those who think that purity of heart is an impos-
sibility in the present life are likewise mistaken. Their mistake arises 
from not seeing a wide distinction between a purity of heart and a 
perfection or righteousness of all the words and deeds of life. The 
heart, as used in this text, refers to the mind, the will, the actuating 
intentions or motives of the man. With this thought before the mind, 
it is easy to see that one might be pure of heart, that is of pure inten-
tions, and yet confess himself unable to do and to be all that his 
good intentions desire and endeavor. He whose heart is pure toward 



the Lord in Christ is the same one whose eye is single, the same one 
who is not double-minded but single-minded, whose mind, will, 
heart, seeks first, last and always the will of God. Hence the exhorta-
tion of the Apostle, "Purify your hearts, ye double-minded."--Jas. 
4:8.  

But how can this condition of purity of heart be attained? Is this 
to be our message to sinners--"purify your hearts"? No, the Gospel 
does not call sinners to purify their hearts: on the contrary it declares 
it to be an impossible thing for the sinner to purify his heart; a 
fuller's soap, which the sinner does not possess, is needed to cleanse 
the heart and bring it into that attitude of relationship with God and 
his will which will be pure and acceptable in his sight. On the con-
trary, sinners are called to repentance--called upon to confess that 
not only their outward lives are imperfect, short of the glory of God, 
but that their hearts also are rebellious, impure and in sympathy with 
impurity. After the sinner is repentant for sin, desiring to come into 
harmony with the Lord and his righteousness, he is pointed to the 
great atonement for sin, and is drawn to the great Redeemer, through 
a desire to be made free from sin and to come into harmony with 
God. When this step has been taken --when the sinner having re-
pented of his sins, and having made restitution so far as possible, 
accepts Christ and the pardon he offers, and seeks to walk in the 
way of righteousness, then he is justified,--justified freely from all 
things, from which the Law could not justify him--"justified by faith 
through the blood of Christ"--brought nigh to God, into relationship 
with him, and caused to know the joy and peace of his forgiving 
love.  

When this is accomplished, when justification by faith has been 
established, when the sinner is reckoned and treated as no longer a 
sinner, but as reconciled to the Father, then his heart may be said to 
be pure, cleansed from "the sins that are past, through the forbear-
ance of God." But now arises a new question with the reformed one: 
while past sins are graciously covered, weaknesses of the flesh are 
present, and temptations of the adversary are on every hand. He 
starts to walk forward, but finds himself beset by the world, the flesh 
and the devil: what shall he do? A heart searching probably begins 
there: finding himself incapable of guiding himself, or of keeping 
himself, his proper course is to accept another offer of divine grace, 
namely, the second step in our great salvation. He hears the voice of 
the Lord, through the Apostle, saying, "I beseech you, therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God [manifested in the covering of your 
sins], that ye present your bodies living sacrifices, holy, acceptable 
to God, which is your reasonable service." 

The reformed one, if rightly instructed, realizes his inability to 
stand in his own strength, realizes that his only hope of maintaining 
justification granted to him lies in getting the Lord to take charge of 
him. At first he may think to go into partnership with the Lord, and 
to say, "Some of self and some of thee," some of my own will and 
some of the Lord's will; but rightly instructed he finds that this will 
not be satisfactory to the Lord; that the Lord will accept him, and 
become responsible for him, and guarantee him glorious victory and 
eternal reward, only upon this one condition, namely, a full self-
surrender, a full consecration of heart.  

It is after the sinner has come through all this process and has 
made a full consecration of his heart to the Lord, that he is of the 
class described in our text, one of the pure in heart, under the law of 
love, the law of the New Covenant. But notwithstanding the purity 
of his heart, his motives, his intentions, his will, to fulfil the Lord's 
great commandment, which is briefly comprehended in one word, 
Love,-- he will find that he has a battle to wage, that the law of his 
members, depraved through heredity in sin, is a strong law of self-
ishness, in opposition to the new law, to which he has pledged him-
self, the law of his pure heart or new heart or will,--the law of Love.  

Hence, as the Apostle suggests in our text, we must learn that 
the ultimate end or object of the divine commandment or law, means 
LOVE,--even tho we do not find ourselves thoroughly able to live 
up to every minute particular and requirement of that law. Yet our 
inability to live up to the requirements of that law must be through 
no lack of the will, or intentions of the loyal and pure heart toward 
the law, and toward the Lord whose law it is: whatever failure we 
make, however short we may come of the grand ultimate object 
before us, it must be solely because of weaknesses of the flesh, and 
besetments of the adversary, which our pure hearts, or wills failed to 
resist.  

And here the Lord's promises are helpful, assuring us that he 
knows our weaknesses and frailties, and the wiles of our great ad-
versary, the devil, and the influence of the spirit of the world, which 
is contrary to the spirit of love: he tells us that we may go freely to 
the throne of the heavenly grace, and obtain mercy in respect to our 
failures to live up to the grand standards which our hearts 
acknowledge, and seek to conform to; and that we may also find 

grace to help us in every time of need. And, availing ourselves of 
these mercies and privileges provided through our great High Priest, 
we are enabled to fight a good fight against sin, to repulse its attacks 
upon our hearts, and to drive it off if it shall succeed in invading our 
flesh. Thus, and thus only, may the Christian keep himself pure in 
heart, preserving his stand as one of the fighters of the good fight, 
one of the overcomers of the world and its spirit.  

There will be a tendency on the part of the flesh, and the mind 
of the flesh, to deceive us in respect to this commandment of Love. 
The mind of the flesh will seek to go into partnership with the new 
mind, and will be very ready to recognize love as the rule and law of 
life, under certain conditions. The mind of the flesh would recog-
nize love in words, in profession, in manners--a form of godliness, 
without its power. Gentle manners, such as love would demand, may 
be exercised by a selfish heart deceiving itself, and seeking to de-
ceive others; on the lip may be the smile, the word of praise, of 
kindness, of gentleness, while in the heart may be feelings of self-
ishness, of grudge, of bitterness, of animosity, which, under favora-
ble conditions, may manifest themselves in more or less carefully 
worded slander, or backbiting, or reproaches. Or these, continuing in 
the heart and rankling, may, under favorable conditions, bring forth 
anger, hatred, malice, strife and other wicked works of the flesh and 
of the devil, wholly contrary to the proper course of a pure heart, 
and at utter variance with the commandment of the law of the New 
Covenant--Love.  

{1}We are, therefore, to have clearly before our minds the fact 
that the ultimate object of all the divine dealings for us and with us, 
and the ultimate significance of all the divine promises made to us, 
is the development of love, which is god-likeness, for God is love. 
And to have this love developed in us, in the sense and to the degree 
intended by the Lord, it is necessary that it shall come from a pure 
heart, in full accord with the Lord, and his law of love, and wholly 
antagonistic to the Adversary and his law of selfishness. To have 
this kind of love in its proper development requires also a good con-
science: for be it remembered that there are bad consciences,--{2}our 
consciences require regulating, as do all the other features of our 
fallen nature. If our consciences are to be regulated we must have 
some standard by which to set and regulate them. The conscience is 
like a watch whose dial is properly marked with the hours, but 
whose correctness as a time-keeper depends upon the proper regulat-
ing of its mainspring, so that it may point out the hours truthfully: so 
our consciences are ready to indicate right and wrong to us, but they 
can only be relied upon to tell us truly what is right and what is 
wrong after being regulated in connection with the new mainspring, 
the new heart, the pure will, brought into full harmony with the law 
of love, as presented to us in the Word of God.  

Our text also points out the necessity for an undissembled faith. 
And here, we believe, is one of the important difficulties besetting 
many who are in the nominal churches: they are not honest; they are 
not conscientious in respect to their faith. If they believe differently 
from the denomination they have been connected with, they are 
willing to dissemble their faith, to misrepresent it, because they fear 
a disturbance in the church; they fear to be thought peculiar; they 
fear to lose the esteem of fellow-Christians ("wheat") who might 
understand them, and of fellow-associates ("tares") who would be 
sure to misunderstand them, and speak evil of them. They love the 
praise of men more than they love the praise of God, else they 
would not risk the disfavor of God through a violation of con-
science, and a dissembling of their faith, in order to maintain the 
friendship of the world and of the nominal church.  

We urge that all our readers consider carefully, studiously, the 
words of our text, remembering it is those who miss this true 
thought who are not only missing the opportunity of the present time 
to be overcomers of the world, and the opportunity of the future, to 
be "joint-heirs with Christ" in his Kingdom, but who, additionally, 
are lending influence now in the wrong direction, and are likely to 
be turned aside to foolish talking, preaching and teaching and dis-
cussing matters which are illogical, irrational, nonsensical; because 
their hearts have become darkened through neglect of the principles 
which the Lord has set forth for the government of those who are 
new creatures in Christ Jesus. And sometimes the matter goes be-
yond foolish talking, and the heart becomes embittered and corrupt-
ed: love is cast out of the heart, and selfishness takes its place, and 
from it flows words of bitterness, anger and evil, instead of words of 
love, kindness, gentleness, mercy and goodness.  

"Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the issues of 
life"--life or death. "Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 
God."  

 
{1} Mar. 12 Manna, 1Tim. 1:5 
{2} Nov. 24 Manna, Acts 24:16 




